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REPORT OF TRUSTEES. 


—n. 


To his Excellency, J. M. STONE, Governor of the State of Mis- 
sissippi : 


GovERNOR: Your attention is respectfully called to the Deaf 
and Damb Institute, of the State of Mississippi, and the follow- 
ing report of its condition submitted by the undersigned Board 
of Trustees. : . 

This Institution continued under the efficient management of 
its former Principal, Dr. J. L. Carter, until the 234 of October, 
1876, at which time, very niuch to the regret of all interested in 
its prosperity, he tendered his resignation and removed to another 
State. Dr. M. S. Craft, of the Board of Trustees, was placed 
temporarily in charge of it, and continued its management until 
the 16th of November, when he was succeeded by the newly 
elected Principal, Mr. Charles H. Talbot, of Kentucky. : 

This gentleman is an experienced teacher of Deaf-mutes, hav- 
ing taught for nineteen consecutive years in the Institution fer 
the Deaf and Dumb, at Danville Ky., and comes to us'highly 
endorsed by the officials of that Institution, not only as a teacher 
and scholar, but as a gentleman of unexceptionable private 
character, and a christian. With confidence, we have committed 
this Institution to his management aud care. 

Upon assuming control, and receiving the nine thousand dol. 
lars, ($9,000) support fund, for the current year, we found the 
Institution one thousand seven hundred and eighteen dollars 
($1,718) in debt, and those to whom the money was due, very 
anxious for its payment. As these claims were for supplies 
furnished the preceding year, when the Institütion was without 
money, we felt compelled to pay them, leaving but seven thou- 
sand two hundred and eighty-two dollars, ($7,282) instead of 
nine thousand ($9,000) as a support fund for, the year. 

"To keep within the appropriation we were compelled to shorten 
the session, and economize in every particular. Expenditures by 
the Principal, and allowances by the Board were made only as 
necessity absolutely required. By this course, we would have closed 
the fiscal year the on 15th of December, with an indebtedness of not 
more than nine hundred dollars, ($900), but preparatory to open- 
ing the school, we found the Institution sadly in want of furni- 
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ture, there being none for the Principal end his family, and that 
for the teachers and scholars, greatly needing renovation and 
repair. The beds and bedding, having been used for five years, 
were almost worthless, and required much attention to make 
them do further service. These necessary wants had to be sup- 
plied. The whole Institute, in a word, was thoroughly renovated 
and put in order before the opening. Funds for this purpose 
were furnished by the State Finance Committee, who were con- 
sulted with regard to the expenditure, and appreciated the 
necessity. 

We close the fiscal year with an indebtedness of thirteen hun- 
dred and eighty-six dollars, ($1,386) which, with the seven thou- 
sand two hundred and eighty-two dollars, (7,282), make the total 
for the year’s expenses, eight thousand six hundred and sixty- 
eight dollars, ($8,668). If the school term had not been shortened, 
the Institution would have cost the State about nine thousand five 
hundred dollars, ($9,500.) 

For the fiscal year 1877, we are satisfied that less than nine 
thousand dollars, ($9,000), will not support the Institution and 
give the pupils the usual nine months’ session. We therefore ask 
an appropriation for that amount. | 

The deficit, thirteen hundred and eighty-six dollars, we respect- 
fully suggest, should be provided for by a special appropriation, 
instead of leaving it to be paid out of the annual support Tund. 


Other wants have been suggested, and urged by Mr. Talbot,. 


and are now so fully appreciatéd by the Board that they earnestly 
recommend them to your Excellency’s attention. 

The school is greatly in need of books, maps, pictures, and 
other appliances for properly illustrating the various branches 
taught, and should be at once supplied. Havinga master at the 
head, and expecting much of him, we should give him all the 
facilities possible, for prosecuting his work. 

A large cooking range or stove, is greatly needed. ‘The one on 
hand and in use, is old and broken, and but poorly answers the 
purpose. The household is subjected to great inconvenience by it. 

The building needs repairing, not for ornament alone, but for 
its preservation, nothing of the kind having been done for six 
years. It needs, also, two or three new sills, and some minor 
repairs. A larger storehouse, which could be made by alterations 


in a room in the basement, is a necessity, that supplies purchased 


in bulk may be safely stored away. 
Insurance of the building against fire, in these uncertain times 
is also, in our opinion, most advisable, and we earnestly recom- 
mend it. ; , 
And lastly, though not necessary, there is a matter which, 
if it could be remedied, would contribute more to the prosperity 
of the Institution, and extend its sphere of usefulness further 
than any one thing we can suggest, and that is to furnish trans- 
portation to and from the Institution, to deaf mutes whose parents 
are absolutely too poor to send them themselves. It is within 


the knowledge of the Principal, and this Board of Trustees, that | 


7, 
there are now ten deaf mutes who are ready and anxious to 
come and be educated, but who are compelled to remain at home 
because they cannot get the money to pay their way to Jackson. 
Letters have been received with regard to that number, and there 
are many more, doubtless, in the same condition, who are too poor 
even to indulge the thought or hope of coming. A few dollars 


in each ease wonld be an incalculable boon to these poor children, 
giving them education and moral training, with all their blessings, 


instead of ignorance, in which, without it, they must remain for ` 


life. This great State charity, though established in part, for 
just such ehildren, is to them no blessing—they can never reach it. 

By a careful estimate, we have ascertained that these several 
wants can be supplied with two thousand dollars. To recapitulate, 
we need for 


Support Fund...........................-. $9,000 00 
Repair and Improvement Fund............... 2,000 00 
Deficieney on last year....................... 1,386 00 

Total................................ $12,386 00 


In closing, we beg to commend this Institution to your most 
favorable consideration, and hope, through you, that the Legisla- 
ture may remember it kindly, and that they may place it in our 
power to-supply its wants and put it upon an equality with the 
best institutions of the country. The number of pupils can be 
easily increased, and the influence of the Institution for good 
widely extended, if the appropriations asked for are granted. ` 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
M. S. CRAFT, 
G. D. Sipway, 
R. L. SAUNDERS, 
H. M. TAYLOR, 
JOHN A. GALBREATH, 
Board of Trustees. 


ROLL OF CLASSES. 


— 


— First Class—Numker of bupils, 2. 
. : C. H. TALBOT, Instructor.* 
Carraway, C. W. Oliver, E. P. 


Studies—Goodrich’s Ancient History, Kerl's English Grammar, 
Robinson’s Intellectual Arithmetic, Davies’ Practical Arithmetic, . 


weekly lessons from the Gospels, weekly exercises in original 
composition, Maury’s Physical Geography. - 


*Tt has not been made obligatory upon the Principal to teach a 
class; yet he has undertaken the instruction of this class for the pre- 
sent session, to develop before the pupils of the Institution their own 
capabilities for education, and to encourage them to avail themselves 
of the benefits of the full time allowed them, at school by the State.  * 


Second Class—Number of pupils, 14. 
J. W. Scorr, Instructor. 


Dear, Mattie McClendon, J. Q. 
Harris. Minerva’ Permenter, O. M 

- Howell, Mattie Harris, Alfred 
King, Lucy L. Halleman, Thomas 
Pierce, Nancy E. Ries, Isaac B. 


Denham, Thomas E. Rogers, Robert D. 
Graham, Walter J. Riley, Peter A. l 
Studies—Near Home, or the countries of Europe described ; 
White’s Intermediate Arithmetic, weekly Bible lessons from the 
Gospels, and daily exercises in original composition. N 
Third Class—Number of pupils, 7. 
i Zora HOoDGES, Instructor. 
Bradford, Sherwood Horton, A. J. 
Dean, George C. . Hoover, Harriet 
Farmer, Jackson McKinney, Ollie 
Yates, Susan. 
Studies—Jacobs’ Primary Lessons, Part II; Peet’s Seripture 


Lessons, Peet's Lauguage Lessons, Arithmetic, weekly exercises 
in original composition. 
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Fourth Class--Number of pupils, 7. 
L. W. SAUNDERS, Insiructor. 
Bobbitt, B. B. ' Madden, William 
Britt, Brantley Aden, Lucy E. 
Miller, George C. Kiestler, Jennie 
i Thomas, Rosa C. 


Studies—Jacobs’ Primary Lessons, Part I; Scripture Lessons, 


Peet’s Language Lessons, Arithmetic, Addition, weekly exer- 


cises in original composition. 


List of Pupils. 


NAMES. REsIDENCE— Co. 
Agnew, Clarence 4................. metti: ‘Yazoo. 
Britt, Brantley..... ee oat 39 ATO Lincoln. | 
Bradford, Shervood........................ Harrison. 
Bobbitt, B. Busse sous be əə SIS bes ;..Frankln. 
Derry. Wiley Uu berceau A Simpson. 
Carraway, Charles YV.......................Hinds. 
Chaney, d. Mbuoss 62.35 dE cadwai Kemper. 
Dean, George- Ou mus assa eese ere ea .... Monroe. 
Denham, Thomas................ 2775” ...Hinds. 
Farmer, Jackson....................... ...Prentiss. 
Graham, YValter..... ................... .. Leake. 

- Holleman, Thomas......................... Tisohmingo. 
Harris, Alfred s sə 26. e cup Sea sisä Scott 
Horton A d. oco notet LET ees Pontotoc. 
Madden, William B......................... Scott. 
Miller, George D. actes oxides qa Şə Clarke. 
Myers, H. EL usos ee Sad sə pal ee we ae no Leake. 
Oliver Ps sakea le eSI praebe Lowndes 
pues; JENGIN som ea ai aes Warren 
Riley ib oo hale Gare ƏMƏL səsə Attala 
Rogers, R. Dy ty sea şə kamasta] 57755 Holmes.. 
McClendon, J. Qu diss or Dia 
Permenter, O. M............. 252 dee dn 

FEMALES. 
Aden, Dbuoy... messias es “səda Madison. 
Dear Mateo a cvs p irs ME Rankin. 
Dow. Ellen... vore ay bada Harrison. 
Drew, Lena Belle......... PCR Harrison. 
Foust, Maggie E............228 o er Lafayette. 
Howell, Mattie, ooo yaad saksa sbb Də Attala. 
Hoover, Harriet............ ......... ..... ‘Yazoo. 
Harris: MBebVd eee sla OLX uU nerts ETE Scott. 
Kino Lucy Dos eos utente atte peg Chickasaw. 


Mek inney, Ollie; s.c eese yığsan Marshall. 


* 


E 


NAMES. REsIDENCE— Co. 
Kiestler, ennie........................ =... Warren. ` 
Pierce; Nany. visa taa whan ce e v säv! Neshoba. 
Shedd; Mary əəə aUe ao elədə ae Madison. 
Thomas, Rosa €. coast Or ə EE ERA Warren. 
Yates prr perm Covington. 


QOLORED PUPILS. 


Tompkins, Willis. 242 eror Se mex Noxubee. 


Smith Pack os emere UE aN PURSE eus Noxubee. 

No. of white mala ug SERERE E Rada WEE 28 

No. of white females.................................... 15 

No. of colored males............................ 0077 2 

No. of colored females.................................. zü 
Total number of pupils ...................... +... 40 


LIST OF CAUSES OF DEAFNESS. 


Among the seventy-five pupils that have been admitted into 
the Institution since1ts re-organization in 1871, there are found 
to be the following causes of deafness: 


BOT A ea sayan mm oa ee Pas atl obtu Hn MAE Rowe eR 54 
Typhoid TOVE akan Susa men pasa. Gena ossaa Dessa Late 7 
Scarlet Terehe saroi da be tut us EEE atl 0 7 
MISI OVA SEE A Aa nsa KSK Sn menusta a een 3 
Spinal Meiningitis.:............................... — 
Unknown (most probably 7(C 0000000200. 8 
Sickness (notspecified).... .......................... 5 
Risings In the SAT usen e ee e aau kE week EA es 3 
“ CRED OU su aaa masa Pm RB eg e. 1 
Fall in the fire ...... T 1 
Accident Im play 5o tasa shee Oksa $K a ə Td 1 
Blow on the head by afall............................. 1 
Brain devab- aos o S oer kd 2020000 ms | 
REMARES. 


It is a noticeable fact that, while almost every section of the 
State has been represented, to some extent, by pupils in the 


. Institution, the counties immediately east of the Yazoo and 


Big Black rivers have supplied more pupils than all other por- 
tions of the State combined. The counties lying along the line 
of the Mississippi Central Railway have supplied considerably 
more than half the pupils admitted into the Institution since 
its re-organization. It is also a fact worthy of mention, that 
the counties north of Warren, and lying wholly in the Yazoo 
and Mississippi delta, have never sent a pupil to the Institu- 
tion. 
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Treasurer’s Report. 


An Aet of the last Legislature, made the State Treasurer the 
Treasurer of this Institution. . The State 'Treasurer's Report 
of the eurrent year will contain a report of the receipts and 
expenditures of the Institution for the present year. And itis 
thought not necessary to reproduce his statement of the ac- 
counts in this report. . 

The fiscal year-of the Institution closes on the 15th of De- 
cember. The fiscal year of the State closes the 31st of December. 
And, in order to avoid apparent discrepancy and confusion in 
the accounts of the Institution, hereafter, the Trustees beg 
leave to suggest to the Legislature the propriety of so changing 
the laws governing the Institution as to make the fiscal year 
of the Institution correspond with the fiscal year of the State. 


Regulations and Terms of Admission. 


I. The School session commences on the first day of Octo- 
ber, and closes on the last day of June. All pupils are expected 
to come promptly on the first day of the session, and remain 
till its close. Only one day holiday will be given at Christ- 
mas. No pupil can be removed from the Institution during 
the session, without permission from the Board of Trustees. 

II. The Institution is a School for the education of the Deaf 
and Dumb, and is not an asylum for the reception of children 
of impaired faculties. It is open to all the Deaf Mutes of the 
State, between the ages of ten and twenty-one years, for ad- 
mission as pupils, upon compliance with the rules. The time 
allowed by the Trustees to each pupil in school, is six years 
The course of instruction embraces reading, writing, arithmetic, 
grammar, and history. 

III. **The Institution will provide for each State pupil, regu- 
larly admitted, boarding, lodging, washing, tuition. superin- 
tendence of conduct, manners, and morals; but will not supply 


transportation to or from the Institution; nor clothing, except . 


in extreme cases of destitution.” Parents, who are able to do 
so, are expected to pay fifteen dollars per month for the board 
of each of their children. Those who are unable to pay this 
amount, are expected to contribute toward it to the extent of 
their ability. But to those unable to pay anything, the full 


benefits of the Institution will be allowed, free of charge. - 


Inability to pay, or indigency, must be established above, by 
affidavit, or other satisfaetory evidence. Pupils from other States 
will be received into the Institution, and entitled to all the 
advantages and privileges of State pupils, upon the payment 
of $150 a year. 22 


Parents are expected to clothe their children in all cases. 


“ 
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Clothing will be supplied in cases of extreme indigency. The 
pupil, upon entrance, must have clothing sufficient to make 
them comfortable for one year. In addition to clothing, every 
pupil should be supplied with hair brushes and both coarse 
and fine combs. Each pupil should be supplied with a good 
strong trunk, or box, with a good lock and key. 

Each article of the pupil's clothing shouid be distinctly 
marked with owner's name. Clothing must be renewed by the 
parents or guardian, at the request of the Principal, or the 
money furnished him to purehase clothing. 

A small sum of money should be left with the Principal, each 
session, for the pupil's benefit, for the purchase of stamps and 
stationery, the repair of shoes, pin-money, ete. The unexpended 
balance of this sum will be returned when the pupil leaves the 
Institution for vacation. 7 

IV. “ All the pupils are required to labor a portion of each 
day, the girls performing the lighter kinds of house work, and 
various kinds of needlework, as plain sewing and dress-making, 
and the boys the necessary work about the Institution, and the 
cultivation of the garden.” 
© V. All letters on business pertaining to the Institution, to re- 
ceive prompt and respectful attention, should be addressed to | 
CHARLES H. TALBOT, Principal, Institution for the Deaf and 
Dumb, Jackson, Mississippi. And all letters to the pupils, to 
insure prompt delivery, should have the words, Institution for the 
Deuf and Dumb, on the envelope, as a part of the direction. 

VI. The best age for admission is from ten to twelve years. 
Parents are urged not to delay the education of their mute chil- 
dren beyond the twelfth year. **The applicant must be of sound 
mind, in good health, and free from chronic, cutaneous, and other 
contageous diseases.” It is advised, that the pupil be vaccinated 
previous to coming to*the Institution. Itis important to bring, 
or send, with the pupil, upon his first entrance, his name in full, 
birth-day; cause of deafness, at what age it occurred, whether 
total or partial; whether he has any deaf mute relatives, near or 
remote, and whether his parents were related. Semi-mutes, who 
cannot be taught in common schools, will be admitted, and where 
practicable, special efforts will be made to improve the speech of 
such pupils. Pupils, supported by the State, are considered 
under obligation to remain six years. 

VIL “ Any cause of complaint that a parent or pupil may 
have is requested to be made known frankly, and at once, to the 
Principal, when it will be either explained or removed.” 

VIII. Parents, or friends of the pupils coming with them, or 
on a visit, must nof expect entertainment at the Institution.’ 
Street cars will carry persons from the Railroad depot to the 
Institution, for a very small fare. Good accommodations may be 
had at the Edwards House, Nelson House, and Rohrbacher’s 
Hotel, in Jackson. An omnibus carries guests from the depot to 
Rohrbacher's free of charge. : 

For further information apply to the Principal. 
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Acknowledgements. 


The following papers are sent to the Institution, free of 
charge, for the use of the pupils. Inthe name of the pupils 
we hereby tender to the publishers our sincere thanks. We 
hope these favors will be continued: 

Weekly Clarion, Weekly Pilot, McComb Intelligencer, Ken- 
tucky Deaf Mute, The Deaf Mute Mirror, Deaf Mute Chroni- 
cle, Goodson Gazette, The Gopher, and Ontario Intelligencer. 


(Taken from Kentucky Report. ) 
Directions for Teaching and Training 


Deaf and Dumb Children at Home, previously to their being - 
brought to the Institution, and for their future Instruction 
after they have left it. 


Much may and ought to be done, by the parents of deaf and 
dumb children, from infancy, for their improvement previously 
to'their entrance into the Institution ; and we are not without 
strong hope, now that the returns made yearly by the assessors 
of tax will place us in possession of the names and post-offices 
of the mutes of the State, we may be able, by some plain and 
simple directions, to influence the parents of these children, 
by a course of home.education, to prepare them to enter the 
Institution with a vantage ground equal at least to one year's 
instruction in it. Indéed, an intelligent parent might profit 
his child perhaps even to a greater degree than this. | For, this 
home education and training would prevent the mental facul- 
ties from sinking into that wretched state of ignorance, inac- 
tivity, and imbecility, from which it is so difficult, to arouse . 
many of them. It lias been observed, that where a child has 
received any instructien, if only to write mechanically, and to 
write his name and the names of his friends, and a few simple 
objects around him, his mental condifion is generally far supe- 
rior to that of.ordinary deaf and dumb children. A proper 
moral training of deaf mute children, which is almost univer- 
versally neglected, would prevent the growth and development 
of their passions, which are often enormous, sometimes diffi- 
cult to repress, and always a certain scurce of misery to them- 
selves and family. : 

Do not yield to a false and morbid sympathy and affection 
for your child ; do not indulge its wayward passions. Such 
morbid affection and indulgence area bane to the unfortunate 
child's welfare and happiness. Treat it as you do your other 
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children ; check and restrain its passions, and bring it up to 
regular habits of industry ; teach and require it to do some 
thing. 

As soon as it is old enough, teach it the manual alphabet, 
and make yourself familiar with its use. Teach it to write a 
fair and legible hand, first on a slate and then on paper. Pre- 
sent the objects around, and teach it to write their names on a 
slate, and spell them on the hand, until they are fixed in the 
memory. It is not necessary that the child should know any- 
thing of the sounds of the letters of the alphabet, or of the 
words taught. There is no mystery nor any great difficulty in 
beginning the education of deaf mutes, as is commonly sup- 
posed ; the difficulty lies in the after progress. The first steps. 
are simple and easy enough, and within the ability of any per- 
son who will attempt it, to master them. 

There is\no more difficulty or mystery in a deaf mute learn- 
ing to distinguish the letter « from the letter b, “teach the 
small letters first, the capitals they will learn of themselves,) 
by the two positions of the hand, made for these two letters, 
than for a speaking child to learn to distinguish them by their 
names or sounds. The mute child.as readily learns that the 
three written letters h-a-t (hat) represent, or are the name 
of the object kat, when the object is shown to him in con- 
nection with the written name, as an ordinary child learns to 
associate the spoken name with the same object. The cases 
are precisely analogous, and the ‘mystery or difficulty is no 
greater in the one than the other. Repeat the presentation of 
the object, if necessary, until the association becomes fixed 
and permanent. The object seen recalls to the mute the written 
name, and the written name recalls the object. That is all the 
spoken name does, neither more nor less. So of any other 
object. Get picture books, and extend the child’s knowledge 
of words by them from year to year. 

The names of sensible actions are also casily taught; as for 
instance, to walk. Write the word walk, and at the same time 
make a movement with the hand, imitating the action of the 
feet. This movement of the hand becomes the significant and 
permanent sign for the word. All similar words may beas 
readily taught, as run, swim, eat; stand, lie, sleep, awake, etc. 
Sensible gualities may be communicated in the same manner; 
hard, for example, by striking the knuckles of the clenched fist 
on the back of the left hand, with a suitable and natural ex- 
pression of countenance, accompanying the action ; soft, by 
pressing the fingers of the right hand into the fleshy palm of 
the left. And so of many others, which any person who will 
watch the signs of the child, may learn from him. As his age 
and intelligence increase, he will invent gesticulations to ex- 
press his ideas, or rather, use such as nature prompts. Observe 
and adopt these by which to instruct him ; they are precisely 
those used in all Institutions. The language of” signs is the 
language of nature; in Institutions for the deaf and dumb, it 
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is extended and systematized upon natural and philosophical 
principles. , 

Enlarge his vocabulary of words from year to year. -Your 
ability to teach will increase with the ‘efforts made. Make it 
your business to teach and develop the mind of your child. 
Moral and religious ideas may be communicated within a lim- 
ited, but very useful degree. Express abhorrence of wrong- 
doing by an appropriate frown of the face, and gesticulation of 
the hands, and turning away with disapprobation, and by dis- 
cipline, if necessary. Good is expressed by kissing the hand 
with an expression of pleasure and approbation; bad, by throw- 
ing the hand thus laid on the mouth, from it, with the palm 
downward, with an expression in the manner of the gesticula- 
lation and in the face of disapprobation. Right is expressed 
by moving the lower edge of the right hand, erected and point- 
ing forward, over the extended palm of the left, in a straight 
or right line, accompanied by the sign for good, and an approv- 
ing expression of countenance. Wrong, by a crooked and zig: 
zag course of the hand, with the sign for bad added, with an 
expression of disapproval. The sign for God is simply pointing 
and looking upward in a reverential manner. His attributes 
of goodness, wisdom, and power may: be easily taught by point- 
ing upward for God, with the signs for good, wise, and strong— 
signs which the ehild, by this time, will himself have acquired— 
made in connection. 

Some idea of future rewards and punishments, the ingenious 
and diligent mother, who, perhaps, will alone have the patience 
to pursue, for a series of years, the directions here laid down, 
would easily enough teach by the time the child has reached 
the stage of progress and age now contemplated. i 

At ten years of age, a deaf-mute child, thus taught and 
trained, would enter the Institution with an immense advantage 
. over those neglected children now brought to us; ignorant, 

stupid, and bad as they commonly are. We entreat every par- 
ent into whose hands these directions may fall, if his or her 
child is under ten years of age, to commence following them 
immediately. But if he has arrived at the age of ten, to send 
him (or her) at once, to the Institution. The longer you de- 
lay, the worse. 

After a pupil has finished his course at the Inötitution, 
whether he shall continue to make advancement in knowledge, 
and the use of language, will depend very greatly upon the 
course his friends pursue toward him. He should be supplied 
with suitable books, simple and easy in style; and if illustrated 
with pictures, the better, and encouraged to read them. His 
friends should communicate wiih him chiefly by writing, or by 
using the alphabet on the hand. His errors should be cor- 
rected, and it would often be easy, by sign or definitions, to 
make him understand words or phrases, with which he may 
not, be acquainted. If such a course is patiently pursued, his 
farther progress, in a few years, will be considerable. In com- 
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municating with mutes, by writing, it must be remembered that 
words erroneously spelled are no longer to the eye the same, 
however identical in sounds. For instance: the words no and 
know are the same in sound, while to the sight there is no. 
similarity whatever. They often fail to understand a commu- 
nication on this account. The fault is in the ignorance and . 


bad spelling of their friends. 
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